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Sunset over Green Bay and Door County – between stops No.
98 and No. 99 (Ephraim and Sturgeon Bay) at 20:03 CDT. Blue
Kids One is flying south over the Door County Peninsula with
Green Bay (the water, not the city) off their right wing.

A “touch and go” landing on Runway 4 at Wausau Downtown
Airport (AUW), No. 87, at 18:02 CDT.

The pilots celebrate their successful completion of the Romp
Around Wisconsin. Left to right, Darcy McDaniel (Matthew’s wife),
Matthew McDaniel, Bruce Kaufman, MD, and Anna Church. 
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“Matt and I decided to tap into

our love of flying, and combine

it with our devotion to children,

to create a different kind of

fundraiser,” Kaufman said. “Not

only does this set a national

record, but I’m hoping this

adventure serves a greater pur-

pose of raising awareness and

funds for Children’s Hospital.”

McDaniel knows the effects 

of neurologic disease, having

recently lost his brother-in-law

to a brain tumor.

“I wish everyone could see the

miracles that take place on a

daily basis at Children's Hospital

of Wisconsin,” said Kaufman. 

“I am inspired by the children

and families I meet, their

strength and their courage.”

All expenses associated with the

flight were donated by the two

pilots. To make a donation or

for more information, go to

www.firstgiving.com/romp.

Checks can be mailed to

Children’s Hospital and Health

System Foundation, Romp, 

MS 3050, PO Box 1997,

Milwaukee, WI 53201-1997.

On June 20, 2006, Children’s Hospital of

Wisconsin Pediatric Neurosurgeon and pilot

Bruce Kaufman, MD, and Master Certified

Flight Instructor and Midwest Airlines Pilot

Matthew McDaniel accomplished a record-

setting flight, nicknamed “Romp Around

Wisconsin,” that landed them at every paved,

public use airport in Wisconsin, plus one pri-

vate (Lake Geneva Aire Estates) and one mili-

tary airport (Volk Field ANG Base). That’s a

total of 104 airports. The aircraft was a sin-

gle-engine Cirrus SR-22 christened Blue Kids

One in honor the hospital’s “blue kids” logo.

After 17 hours, three fuel stops and 2,119

nautical miles, they set a national flying

record (certified by the National Aeronautical

Association as a United States record). The

flight was a fundraiser for the hospital’s pedi-

atric neurosurgery program, and the goal was

to raise more than $10,000. Kaufman is med-

ical director of the program. 

Blue Kids One pilots Matthew McDaniel and Bruce Kaufman.
(Self-portrait taken at 14:50 CDT, between Boyceville-3T3 and
New Richmond-RNH.)

Romp Around Wisconsin flight path
(The romp started in Milwaukee from MKE at
04:15 CDT and headed south. It ended back 

in Milwaukee at 21:15.)

Blue Kids One in flight near Superior and Madeline Island (taken about 16:15 CDT), between air-
ports No. 79 (SUW) and No. 80 (4R5).

 


